Carrying

It is unlawful to carry a loaded firearm on any public street without a permit. Utah Code 76-10-505. 

It is unlawful to carry a concealed firearm without a permit, even if it is unloaded, unless it is securely encased. A firearm that is unloaded and securely encased is not considered concealed. Utah Code 76-10-501 and -504.

A person may carry a loaded firearm without a permit on their real property, a business under the person's control, or at their place of residence, including any temporary residence or camp. Utah Code 76-10-511.

Definition of Loaded
A firearm is considered loaded when there is an unexpended cartridge, shell, or projectile in the firing position. Pistols and revolvers are also considered loaded when an unexpended cartridge is in a position where the manual operation of any mechanism once would cause the cartridge to be fired. A muzzle loading firearm is considered loaded when it is capped or primed and has a powder charge and ball or shot in the barrel or cylinders. Utah Code 76-10-502.

Permit Application
Within 60 days after receiving an application and upon proof that the person applying is of good character the Department of Public Safety Bureau of Criminal Identification (BCI) shall issue a permit to carry a concealed firearm for lawful self defense to an applicant who is 21 years of age or older.  An applicant satisfactorily demonstrates good character if he:

has not been convicted of a felony or crime of violence;

has not been convicted of an offense involving the use of alcohol, narcotics or other controlled substances;

has not been convicted of an offense involving moral turpitude;

has not been convicted of any offense involving domestic violence; has not be adjudicated mentally incompetent, unless the adjudication has been withdrawn or reversed;

is qualified to purchase and possess a dangerous weapon and a handgun pursuant to state and federal law.

A permit may also be denied if there is reasonable cause to believe the applicant has been or is a danger to self or others as demonstrated by evidence of past unlawful violence or threats of unlawful violence.

The applicant must provide to the issuing authority a photocopy of their driver license, one recent color photograph of passport quality; one set of fingerprints; and Weapons Familiarity Certification.  Applicants must complete a firearms familiarity course certified by BCI.  The course must be completed before the permit application. The permit is valid throughout the state for 5 years. A non-refundable fee of $46.00 for residents, and $51.00 for non residents, must be included with the application. The cost of renewal is $15.00 and the permit is renewed for five more years.  The BCI will send a renewal application approximately one month prior to expiration. The denial of a permit shall be in writing and shall include the general reasons for the action. The applicant may file a petition for review with the board of review within 60 days from the date the denial or revocation is received by the applicant.

The BCI may issue a temporary permit to carry a concealed firearm to a person who has applied for a regular permit to carry a concealed firearm, has made application for temporary permit, demonstrates good character by the same requirements for a regular permit to carry a concealed firearm and demonstrates in writing to the satisfaction of the licensing authority extenuating circumstances that would justify issuing a temporary permit.  A temporary permit may not be issued until preliminary record checks regarding the applicant have been made to determine any criminal history.  A temporary permit is valid for a maximum of 90 days or any lesser period specified by the BCI, or until a regular permit is issued to the temporary permit holder, whichever period is shorter. The licensing authority may deny, suspend, or revoke a temporary permit prior to expiration if the commissioner determines: (a) the circumstances justifying the temporary permit no longer exist; (b) the holder of the permit has knowingly and willfully provided false information regarding his character; or (c) the holder of the temporary permit does not meet the requirements for a permit.  A decision to deny or revoke a temporary permit shall be in writing and shall include the reasons for the action.  The licensing authority’s decision to deny, suspend, or revoke a temporary permit prior to expiration may not be appealed.

